“Good news of great joy”
Readings:

Luke 2:4-14
John 15:1-13

8And

in the same region there were shepherds
out in the field, keeping watch over their flock
by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared
to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with great
fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not,
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign
for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”

8And

in the same region there were shepherds
out in the field, keeping watch over their flock
by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared
to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with great
fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not,
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign
for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”

1. God wants you to
experience joy!
2. Beware of the Grinches!
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things I have spoken
to you, that my joy may be in you,
and that your joy may be full.
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2. Beware of the Grinches!
John 15:1“I

am the true vine, and my Father is the
vinedresser… 4Abide in me, and I in you. As
the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you
abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him,
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me
you can do nothing…. 11These things I have
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and
that your joy may be full.
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Grinch #1: Idols instead of Jesus

2. Beware of the Grinches!
John 15:10If

you keep my commandments, you
will abide in my love, just as I have kept my
Father's commandments and abide in his love.
11These things I have spoken to you, that my
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
full. 12“This is my commandment, that you love
one another as I have loved you. 13Greater
love has no one than this, that someone lay
down his life for his friends.
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Grinch #2: Sin instead of obedience

2. Beware of the Grinches!
John 16:20Truly,

truly, I say to you, you will weep
and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will
be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy.
21When a woman is giving birth, she has
sorrow because her hour has come, but when
she has delivered the baby, she no longer
remembers the anguish, for joy that a human
being has been born into the world. 22So also
you have sorrow now, but I will see you again,
and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will
take your joy from you.
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Grinch #3: The present instead of the resurrection

10And

the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold,
I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people.
11For unto you is born this day
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